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in English for a number of years as part of "The Commercial Laws of the World." 
Because of the vastness of this collection, however, and the fact that it consisted 
in the main of a translation of the detailed provisions of the various commercial 
codes, it was difficult to obtain therefrom a comprehensive view of the outstanding 
features of Latin-American law as compared with those of our own law. 

The present work is the first to give a general survey of the different departments 
of business law as contained in the Central and South American codes. In 
addition to this, the work discusses the rules of the conflict of laws as given in the 
civil codes and legal procedure. An introductory chapter is devoted to the sources 
of commercial law in each country and to the relationship existing beween the 
commercial and civil codes ; and another chapter, to the constitutional law of the 
different countries so far' as it affects commercial law. 

The work was written primarily as a text-book for students in American univer- 
sities studying Latin-American comftiercial law, and, as such, it deserves much 
praise. The task, which was indeed a difficult one, in view of the vast amount of 
material to be covered, has been performed with rare skill. The author had the 
wisdom to leave out the unimportant and to confine his exposition to a discussion 
of the various systems followed by the different codes. He has given us, therefore, 
not only an outline of Latin-American commercial law, but of comparative com- 
mercial law as well. The work is written in an excellent style and shows through- 
out the hand of the accomplished scholar. Professor Obregon in his preface 
acknowledges the invaluable assistance received by him in the preparation of the 
work by Professor Edwin M. Borchard of the Yale Law Faculty. 

From the standpoint of the American student the value of the work would 
have been enhanced considerably if it had set forth the Latin- American "busi- 
ness" law instead of the Latin-American "commercial" law in the technical sense. 
As it is, we are told nothing of the general principles governing the Latin-American 
law of contracts, and if a particular transaction is not "mercantile" and is con- 
trolled by the provisions of the Civil Code, we are not told what those provisions 
may be. For a proper understanding of the commercial law of any country hav- 
ing separate commercial codes, some knowledge of the rules of the civil code, so 
far as they relate to the subject matter under discussion, is indispensable. 

E. G. Lorenzen. 
Yale University School of Law. 

Documents and Their Scientific Examination. By C. Ainsworth Mitchell. London, 
Charles Griffith & Company, 1922. pp. xii, 215. 

This small volume deals largely with the chemistry involved in cases of sus- 
pected forgery, disputed handwriting, and questioned documents. It contains 
chapters dealing with the examination of the following : paper, pens and pen mark- 
ings, inks, pencil pigments, copying-ink pencils and their pigments, handwriting, 
secret writing, typewriting and printing, stamps, seals, and envelopes and finger 
prints. Many of the illustrations are illuminating. At the end of each chapter is 
a valuable bibliography. The book is written chiefly for the use of the chemist 
and the expert examiner of documents. But it is of much value to the lawyer 
who has a case involving a disputed document. It will suggest numerous tests that 
may be applied to the instrument, with many of which he would ordinarily be 
unfamiliar. If he is so situated that an expert examiner of disputed documents is 
unavailable, he may be able, with the aid of this book and of a competent chemist 
and photographer, to subject the questioned document to a thorough examination. 
The value of the work to the lawyer might have been greatly increased by official 
citations to the cases mentioned, and by an accurate reference to other cases. 

Edmund M. Morgan. 
Yale University School of Law. 



